
EASTAMPTON TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

April 27, 2015  
7:30 pm Regular session 

 
Mayor Zeno called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
 
Everyone participated in the flag salute. 
 
Mayor Zeno certified that notice of this meeting was published in the Burlington County Times 
on January 9, 2015.  Notice was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board and sent to the Courier 
Post for information.  All requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” were satisfied. 
 
Present were: Council Member John Adams, Council Member Robert Apgar, Council Member 
Matthew Edson, Council Member Jay Springer, and Council Member Anthony Zeno.  Also 
present were: Township Attorney Eileen Fahey, and Township Manager Eric Schubiger.  Kim-
Marie White, Township Clerk was absent as she was attending a Clerk’s Conference.   
 
OATH OF OFFICE: 
 Administered by Mayor Zeno to Michael Robert Vannoy 
 
Mayor Zeno administered Oath of Office to Patrol Officer Michael Vannoy.   
 
PROCLAMATION: 
 National Volunteer Week April 12, 2015 to April 18, 2015 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Tom Sweeney, 113 Star Drive said he spoke with Construction Official Blair regarding the drain 
spout on his neighbor’s house.  Mr. Blair advised him to speak with the neighbor but she is out 
of the country.  He said the drain goes into the ground and when it rains the neighbors sump 
pump cannot keep up and then finally it stops working.  He said that when the neighbor’s sump 
pump goes then his sump pump could not keep up either.  He contacted the homeowners’ 
association and nothing has been done so he needs to involve the township officials.  He said his 
basement has flooded.   
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution R2015-58  Authorize Reading Budget by Title Only 
 
It was MOVED by APGAR and seconded by ADAMS to approve Resolution R2015-58.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the Resolution was approved. 
 



Public Hearing on Municipal Budget 
 
Mayor Zeno opened the public hearing.  There being no comment from the floor the public 
hearing was closed. 
 
Township Manager Schubiger gave a presentation for the public and Township Council 
Members.  Mr. Schubiger said the budget development process starts in November and 
December; then in January and February the Chief Financial Officer provides collaboration on 
the budget; the Finance Committee had a chance to review the budget in March and then the 
budget was presented to the Township Council for introduction.  Mr. Schubiger said the 2015 
budget goals are to support and enhance community services; maximize efficiencies in personnel 
management; maintain facilities and grounds and stabilize taxes.  He said the Township plans on 
purchasing a new brush chipper for Public Works, reflective signage, 2 police interceptors and a 
Ford 450 4x4 dump truck for Public Works.  He said that the recreation building would have 
some minor improvements done to the façade of the building, the Manor House will have 
improvements and there will be a design and plans done for the police building.  The 2015 
budget will not have any layoffs, all programs and services will remain intact, and surplus is 
stable at 4.5% of the total budget and no tax increase.  Mr. Schubiger said the total 2015 
Municipal Budget is $4,803,405.85 and the average homeowner’s municipal portion of taxes 
would be about $1,872.00.  He noted that moving forward the Township would continually seek 
shared service opportunities, attract quality development and ratables, increase recreational 
opportunities for all and refurbish parks and facilities.  Mr. Schubiger said in summary the total 
budget has been decreased by $114,613.01; the local tax levy has decreased by $5,387.09 and the 
average local tax has decreased by $1.59. 
 
Resolution R2015-50  Adoption of 2015 Municipal Budget 
 
It was MOVED by APGAR and seconded by ADAMS to approve Resolution R2015-50.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the Resolution was approved. 
 
Resolution R2015-59  Authorize Application for 2014 Recycling Tonnage Grant 
 
It was MOVED by SPRINGER and seconded by EDSON to approve Resolution R2015-59.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the Resolution was approved. 
  



 
Resolution R2015-60  Cancelling an Outstanding Check 
 
It was MOVED by EDSON and seconded by APGAR to approve Resolution R2015-60.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the Resolution was approved. 
 
Resolution R2015-61 Authorize Public Auction of Abandoned Vehicles 
 
It was MOVED by SPRINGER and seconded by ADAMS to approve Resolution R2015-61.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the Resolution was approved. 
 
Resolution R2015-62  Authorize a Shared Service Agreement between the Burlington  
    County Board of Chosen Freeholders and Eastampton  
    Township for Emergency Pavement Repair  
 
It was MOVED by ADAMS and seconded by APGAR to approve Resolution R2015-62.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the Resolution was approved. 
 
Resolution R2015-63 Authorize Engineering Services for Wetlands Delineation for the 

Cliver Park Proposed Path with Environmental Resolutions, Inc. 
 
Councilman Springer rescued himself from any discussion.   
 
Councilman Adams said he spoke with the Engineer today and he would like to amend the 
Resolution and reduce the amount to $750.00 for mapping of where the wetlands are.   
 
It was MOVED by APGAR and seconded by ADAMS to approve Resolution R2015-63 with the 
amendment.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Zeno  
  Abstain - Springer 

Nays - Edson 
 
There being three (3) ayes, one (1) abstention and one (1) nay, the Resolution was approved. 



 
MINUTES: 

• March 17, 2015 Special Meeting 
• March 23, 2015 

 
It was MOVED by APGAR and seconded by EDSON to table the minutes.   
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the minutes were tabled.   
 

• April 13, 2015 
 
It was MOVED by ADAMS and seconded by APGAR to approve the minutes. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the minutes were approved. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS: 

• Court 
• Engineer 
• Police (March) 
• Tax Collector 

 
It was MOVED by SPRINGER and seconded by ADAMS to approve the reports. 

 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the reports were approved.  
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
 
It was MOVED by APGAR and seconded by SPRINGER to approve the bills. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the bills were approved for payment.  
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 



Township Manager Schubiger said he is happy that the 2015 Municipal Budget has been 
adopted.   
 
Township Manager Schubiger said he is researching how other towns take animal violation 
money that goes into the current fund and have it placed in the dog trust fund.  He said there is a 
certain way to do it but he needs to find out more information.   
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
1. Green Acres Appraisal 
 
Township Attorney Fahey explained the history on this purchase.  Ms. Fahey said they should 
get another appraisal to confirm the value of the land.  The Township must undertake some 
further analysis and submit a Memorandum of Agreement to Green Acres confirming the 
remaining acreage to be included as lands subject to local open space preservation. 
 
Ms. Fahey said that Mr. Czerniecki supplied a description that Mr. Schubiger could use to 
contact Green Acres Appraisers.   
 
Councilman Edson said that Mr. Schubiger could review the description since it would be 
provided to the State by Mr. Schubiger and advise the Council how to proceed.  
 
Deputy Mayor Apgar asked Mr. Schubiger to put together a timeline for the Green Acres project.   
 
2. Rental of the Recreation Building 
 
Councilman Adams said this was discussed at a Recreation meeting so they could rent out the 
recreation building for birthday parties.   
 
Township Manager Schubiger said he is not accustomed to doing a rental fee resolution yearly. 
He is accustomed to doing an Ordinance when charging fees for rentals.   
 
Mayor Zeno said one of the concerns is who is opening and closing the building and the 
management of renting the building.   
 
Township Attorney Fahey said she would send them out the latest Resolution that was adopted 
and Council could discuss options at an upcoming meeting.   
 
3. Green Team Members 
 
Council Members said this is a good idea but a press release or presentation needs to be done for 
the community to get them involved to learn more about the program.   
 
STAFF AND PROFESSIONAL COMMENTS: 
 
Township Manager Schubiger said he attended a People Choice Awards Show at the school on  
Friday.  He said it was nice to be involved and it was a great program.   



 
Mr. Schubiger asked if it has been past practice to have a meeting with the school board to  
discuss community activities, redevelopments and budgets.   
 
Councilman Springer said they have had meetings with the school board in the past and would  
like to continue to have yearly meetings.   
 
Councilman Adams asked what the outcome was on the farmland assessments. 
 
Township Manager Schubiger said he has been having meetings with the Tax Assessor regarding  
farmland assessments. 
 
Councilman Adams asked if the Tax Assessor could come to a Council meeting to answer any  
questions that the Council Members have. 
 
Councilman Adams asked if a notice could be sent out to the residents reminding them that they  
need to license their dogs.  He said many people do not know they need to license their dogs  
because he did not know.   
 
Deputy Mayor Apgar said the website needs some updating and it would be nice if the calendar  
had some additional information. 
 
Township Manager Schubiger said he would speak with Township Clerk White regarding the  
website. 
 
Councilman Edson asked if the Tax Assessor could re-inspect the farmland properties and attend  
the May 11th Council Meeting to discuss with Council.   
 
Mayor Zeno thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He is happy that the tax rate was stable 
and that the budget was adopted.  He thanked Township Manager Schubiger and Chief Financial 
Officer Mingin for working so hard on the budget.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Patricia White, 3 Prince William Court, said she would like to invite the Council to attend a Fire 
District Meeting; they are every third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
 
It was MOVED by APGAR and seconded by ADAMS to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes - Adams, Apgar, Edson, Springer, Zeno  
  Nays - None 
 
There being five (5) ayes and no nays, the motion was approved. 
 

 
 



Kim-Marie White      Anthony Zeno 
___________________     _________________________ 
Kim-Marie White      Anthony Zeno 
Municipal Clerk      Mayor 
 
 
Approved: June 8, 2015 
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