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EASTAMPTON TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES
November 27, 2006, 7:30 p.m.

Call to Order

Mayor Hartman called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Pledge to the Flag

Everyone participated.

Opening Statement

Notice of this meeting was published in the Burlington County Times on January
6, 2006.  Notice was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board and sent to the
Courier Post for information. 

 
Roll Call

PRESENT: Mr. Renzulli, Mr. Hartman, and Ms. Russomanno

ABSENT: Mr. Nagler and Mr. Paneque

ALSO PRESENT: Township Solicitor Eileen Fahey, Township Manager Scott
Carew, Township Engineer Nancy Jamanow and Township
Clerk Linda Lovins

Township Manager’s Report

Mr. Carew followed up from the last meeting relative to the finance situation.  A lot has
happened.  Some of will be discussed now and others will be gone over briefly.  Manager
Carew re-iterated the  severe CAP problem.  Manager Carew explained the CAP process and
the increases that the Township is aware of.

There have been steps taken to address the CAP issue.  There has been discussion with the
Board of Fire Commissioners regarding them taking over the fire prevention bureau.  T heir
attorney is putting together an outline of how it will be run under the Board of Fire
Commissioners.  They are still trying to work out a few details relative to the finances.

Manager Carew began discussion with Maple Shade Township regarding Shared Services
to share the Tax Assessor services through an Interlocal Services Agreement.  This
Agreement would be out of CAP.  The larger of the municipalities maintains the
department.  Manager Carew reminded Council that Harry and Linda work for Maple Shade
and that the Township will realize several thousand dollars in overall savings. 

Manager Carew has talked to other  municipalities relative to entering into the same type
of agreement for other departments as well.   Hopefully, at the next meeting there will be
more details.  

Manager Carew advised that there is still a potential of elimination of positions.  The few
positions have been alerted that the potential is there.

Mr. Carew stated that he is looking at cuts in spending as well.  He has been speaking with
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Rob Willis who runs the MACCS program for several municipalities.  Switching to one trash
pickup per week would realize considerable savings.   Mr. Willis will be here at the first
regular meeting in January to give a brief presentation.  Contracts will go out sometime in
March.

It is the Township’s turn to be involved in the DOT Municipal Aid.  Nancy Jamanow
explained that we were awarded a $150,000 grant for Knightsbridge Road.  The Township
has applied for several years and finally it is the Township’s turn.  $150,000 is the maximum
that is given.   The project will be done in stages, milling, paving and striping and will pay
for construction and inspection costs.  Engineer fees must be covered by the Township.

Manager Carew is also looking into the Safe Routes for Schools grants.  One is the crossing
guard program and the other is to provide the sidewalk for Student Drive.  Manager Carew
hopes that both the school and Township can apply and receive grants.

The student patrol is being implemented by Bob Krastick.

Nancy Jamanow advised that part of the award is accepting letters of endorsement from the
Township.  She asked the Township to request letters of endorsement from residents and
possibly prepare a resolution.  Residents should send a letter to Linda’s attention by
December 15.

Mayor Hartman asked how much money was available Ms. Jamanow does not know at this
point.

Public Comments

Larry Miller, 449 Parkview Drive.  Mr. Miller is a retired Pastor.   He is here to invite Council
and residents to the Martin Luther King Day in Mount Holly on January 15.  Breakfast is at
the Second Baptist Church.  Following the breakfast there will be a discussion on conflict
resolution in public and private life.  He explained other activities that take place that day
and explained who comes to this celebration.   He is trying to increase the number of
attendees.    The breakfast will be at 8:00 a.m.

Acceptance of Departmental Reports (October 2006)

Motion by Councilman Renzulli, seconded by Councilwoman Russomanno to adopt the
following reports for October 2006: Township Clerk, Tax Collector, Treasurer, Public
Works, Assessor, Court, Police, CCO and Construction.  All voted in the affirmative.

Public Hearing on CDBG Block Grant

Mayor Hartman opened to the public at 7:46 p.m.  Ms. Jamanow explained that this
is a CDBG administered through the County.  It is only available to certain areas of the
Township.  The estimated cost of Oxmead Road is $134,800.00. 

Christopher Vota, 2 Juniper Street.  He really thinks Oxmead Road is in need of work.
He told Council to press on.

Mayor Hartman closed to the public.

MOTION  by Councilman Renzulli, seconded by Councilwoman Russomanno to
adopt resolution 2006-126a Authorizing Submission of an Application for FY07
Community Development Block Grant Funding for Roadway Improvements to
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Oxmead Road from Jacksonville Road (CR #628) to the Springfield Township
Line.  Upon roll call vote, all voted in the affirmative.

Resolutions

Manager Carew advised that in keeping with the last meeting and the discussion to cut costs,
he is requesting the Township not go forward with the purchase of squad building which
would save $80,000 this year and $45,000 in subsequent years.  Fire District and Squad
would have to come up with the funding.  This would allow the public to have a say on
whether this project should go through. Manager Carew had several conversations with
Shelley Augustino.  Ms. Augustino had some concerns that by us doing this it would create
a problem for their organization.    The Fire District will have to go out to referendum if the
Township does not move forward.  The Fire District could also budget for it and the public
would vote on it.  There are questions as to the squad’s future and the building.

Councilman Renzulli stated that this is about the Township  saving tax dollars and ensuring
the people have a say.   Earlier this year this Council went out on a limb and approved the
Fire Commissioner’s Budget to run the squad.  It was made clear that the voters want to
make decisions for the Fire Department and by doing so the Township is giving the voters
the say.  This council initially approved that Budget with understanding that the Fire District
would be vested in the Emergency Squad.  Now they have contracted with America which
will cost the residents money.  Voters should decide the squad’s fate in February.

Mayor Hartman agrees that it is important and believe that the voters should have a say.

Mayor Hartman asked for a motion to table 2006-114  and 2006-127 to allow Manager
Carew to get more information on the future of the squad.

Councilman Renzulli asked why Council is not acting on this and tabling the matter at this
point.

Mayor Hartman would like Manager Carew to look into it.

It was explained that debt needs to be cancelled this year.  

Mayor Hartman made motion to table Resolution 2006-127, seconded by Councilwoman
Russomanno.  Upon roll call vote Councilman Renzulli and Councilwoman Russomanno
voted no.
  

Motion by Councilman Renzulli, seconded by Councilwoman Russomanno to adopt the
following Resolution:

2006-127  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF DEBT IN THE
AMOUNT OF $350,000.00

Upon roll call vote, all voted in the affirmative.

Bill List

Motion by Councilman Renzulli seconded by Councilwoman Russomanno to approve
the November 2006 Bill List.   All voted in the affirmative.
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Old Business

Motion by Councilman Renzulli, seconded by Councilwoman Russomanno to not adopt the
following resolution:

2006-114 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF THE EMERGENCY
SQUAD BUILDING AND EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH
THE EASTAMPTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS REGARDING USE OF THE EMERGENCY SQUAD
BUILDING

Upon roll call vote the motion was passed and the resolution rejected.

 New Business

Recreation - Michelle Moran has resigned from the Recreation Committee due to
personal reasons.  Jodi Punzi has expressed an interest and has been on the list.

Councilman Renzulli tried to convince her to stay she just got married.  Recreation
keeps a list of people that are interested in serving.  Jodi Punzi has been waiting and comes
with the blessing of Recreation Committee.

Motion by Councilman Renzulli, seconded by Councilwoman Russomanno to appoint
Jodi Punzi to the Recreation Committee until December 31, 2007.  All voted in the
affirmative. 

Clerk Lovins will send a welcome letter.

Committee Reports

Land Use Planning Board -Mayor Hartman  advised that the next meeting is
Monday and it is the public hearing on the Master Plan Re-Examination.   Then it
comes to Council on December 11.

Environmental Commission -Councilman Paneque not present.

Route 206 Study - Councilman Paneque not present.

Economic Development Advisory Committee - Councilwoman Russomanno
has no report.

 
 Parks and Recreation Committee - Councilman Renzulli advised that

Saturday, in conjunction with PTA, is pictures with Santa.  There is no age
restrictions.  Sunday night at 6:00 p.m. is the tree lighting ceremony here at
this building and Santa has worked into his schedule to make an appearance.
Councilman Renzulli looks forward to seeing everyone there.

Comments

Eileen Fahey- regarding Safe Routes Grant suggested that the school board send something
home to parents.

Councilman Renzulli asked if it was a joint proposal.  Nancy stated she hopes it works out
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that one gets the sidewalk grant and one gets the crossing guard grant.

Mayor Hartman said that the Mayor’s Campaign is also looking into helping out.

Manager Carew has reached out to Westwood Swim Club to advise that in light of our budget
issues it does not look like the Township will not be on board with entering into any type
agreement with them.

Adjournment

Motion by Councilman Renzulli, seconded by Councilwoman Russomanno to adjourn
at 8:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda M. Lovins, RMC
Township Clerk
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